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aug
19

Pet Fest
Fairgrounds
10 am - 3 pm

aug
26

Adoptions
Missoula Fresh Market
10 am - 12 pm & 2 pm - 4pm

sep
30
oct
1 - 31

One Stop Shop
Fairgrounds
9 am - 2 pm
Adopt-a-Dog Month
Dog adoption
specials all month

oct
7&8

oct
27 - 28
oct
29
Nov
1 - 30

Wine & Bitch
Canine Classic
Paws Up Guest Ranch
Adoptions!
Missoula Subaru
Howl-oween
The Ranch Club
11 am - 2pm
Adopt-a-Senior-Pet Month
Senior pet adoption
specials all month

We are committed to
Saving Every Animal Every Time
by being a leading resource for
companion animals their people
throughout Western Montana

hours
Wed-Fri 1-6 pm, Sat-Sun 12-5pm

contact info
5930 Highway 93 S
Missoula, MT 59804
#406.549.3934

2016 board of directors
Shannon Stage, President
Francesca DiStefano, Vice President
Stacey Gordon, Secretary
Jess Kato, Treasurer
Mike Bayer
Cheryl Bregen
Jenn Clary
Ginny Merriam
Spider McKnight
David Moomey, sabbatical
Betty Wilkins

message from the board chair
This has been a year of change at the Humane Society of Western Montana, and
change is a necessary component of evolution. Last year we welcomed our new
Executive Director, Marta Pierpoint. Marta brings a fresh perspective on shelter
management to our organization, and a revitalization of policies, procedures and
outlook has resulted.
We remain at the forefront of sheltering practices. Our collaboration with other
organizations and with professionals affiliated with sheltering enables us to
fine tune our programs to maximize the wellbeing of the animals in our care.
While attending a seminar provided to our staff on issues surrounding breed
identification, I was proud to hear our shelter was the best the researcher had
encountered.
There are some exciting developments that I hope we can announce soon. We are
continually searching for ways to better serve our community. I am thankful for
the dedication and devotion of the management and staff at The Humane Society
of Western Montana, and am forever grateful for the generosity of our donors
and supporters.
Thank you for a great year,
Shannon Stage

2016 happy tails
a few of our 1164 adoptions in 2016

staff
Marta Pierpoint, Executive Director
Emily Adamson. Director of 		
Organizational Advancement

Nicole Nolte, Director of Operations
Mariah Scheskie, Director of Programs
Shannon Hawthorne, Community
Engagement Coordinator

Jean Biggins, Behaviorist
Tiff Shao, Dog Trainer
PAWS Team
Rebecca Ballard

Kohl Maplethorpe

Caitlin Barber

Sarah Mueller

Kayla Beal

Isabel Presse

Caitlin Gill

Ryan Jette

Sitka Tran
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message from the director

2016 happy tails

Dear Friends,

a few more 2016 adoptions

July 1 2016 was my official start date as Director of the HSWM. A little over a year
later I frequently consider how fortunate I am to have joined an organization with
a heartfelt mission, a robust membership and a talented staff.
No matter how amazing the organization; there are always challenges. Indeed
the strength of our organization was tested early in the summer of 2016 when the
distemper virus was confirmed in a transferred dog. As we tested all our housed
dogs we learned that a transferred mother and her pups were also infected.
Solid vaccination practice prevented the virus from infecting the non-transferred
population and the litter was quickly placed in quarantine. With the help of local
veterinarian Dr. Zirbel and shelter medicine expert Sandra Newbury, DVM we
saved all nine quarantined dogs. It was a challenging time, but it brought us closer
together as a team and reminded us of the importance of our mission. The ending
was particularly happy for me as I kept one of the nine dogs. Jagger now serves as
a constant and cheerful reminder of the work we do saving lives.
As summer turned to fall I invited co-workers to identify the shelter’s biggest
needs. With no hesitation they identified the need for “a van and a vet.” The
Alice Lee Lund Foundation was especially generous to HSWM and by December
granted the funds to purchase a large van. With the van we are now able to pick
up transfers, handle off-site adoptions and increase our earned income.
In 2017 we will make other shelter dreams come true by hiring an on staff
veterinarian. For years the veterinarians in our community have helped us with
our medical program, donating all manner of services. We could not be more
grateful to area veterinarians, but we recognize that our needs are becoming
an unsustainable burden. The pets in our care, the adopters who provide loving
homes for them and the veterinarians in our community will be better served by
consistent, quality care of HSWM animals before they leave the shelter.
There are many other exciting changes happening at HSWM. I invite you to come
visit, learn more, pet a kitten or walk a dog. You don’t need to be looking for a
pet, our friends two and four legged are always welcome.
Warm Regards,

Marta R. Pierpoint
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new board member bios
robin childers
Robin is a long-time resident of Missoula and a graduate of the University of
Montana (English). She has been a donor and event sponsor of the HSWM for
nearly a decade and has served on the Advocacy and Legislative Committee
since 2014. She and her partner, Amy, have one big black dog, Cassielou, who
is an alumnus of HSWM. Robin is a writer and certified association executive.
She opened Rocky Mountain Management Services in 1993, a small association
management company that provides leadership and support to professional
and trade associations. She has a passion for natural history, animal welfare,
gardening, and the outdoors.

jason erickson
Jason currently works as a commercial loan officer at First Security Bank of
Missoula. He has over fifteen years of banking experience in Missoula, all in the
area of commercial lending. He was born and raised in Glasgow, MT before
moving to Missoula in 1998 to attend The University of Montana where he earned
a degree in Business Administration. Jason recently retired as Board President
of United Way of Missoula County after 6 years of service. Jason currently serves
as the Board President of the Western Montana Chapter of RMA. In addition, he
serves on the Montana Idaho Community Development Corporation’s (MICDC)
External Loan Committee.
Jason and his wife, Amanda, are expecting a daughter due in October to join
their two fur babies, a black lab named Finley and golden retriever named Jack.
Outside of work, Jason and Amanda enjoy taking the dogs to the river, fishing,
eating good food and trying out all of the new breweries in Missoula (Amanda is
currently on hiatus from this part).

liz mellem
Liz Mellem is an attorney in Missoula. She attended law school in Salt Lake City,
Utah and received her undergraduate degree from Montana State University.
Despite her Bozeman-issued degree, she has always been a Griz at heart. Liz
shares her home with her husband, three children, two dogs, and two cats. All
four-legged fur children are rescues from HSWM or Missoula Animal Control. In
her spare time, Liz enjoys hiking, camping, skiing and reading.
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community report

january 2016 - december 2016

second chances for pets in montana
From our adoption program to our training and outreach
programs, HSWM continues to expand and improve our
services for the community. Together with our supportive
community we have worked diligently to make adoption
accessible and successful.
For the 7th year in a row we achieved a 98+% placement
rate, finding homes for 1164 cats, dogs, rabbits, guinea pigs
and birds. 216 of these pets were brought to HSWM by
Montana transfer partners needing assistance. 2016 saw the
expansion of our Training and Behavior program, allowing
us to help more families and their pets through additional
group classes and private lessons. Our life-saving volunteer
program reached new heights and helped to improve the
lives of HSWM pets and the life-saving efforts of the HSWM
team. Our medical assistance funds were able to assist
and provide care for 33 more pets needing extraordinary
veterinay care.
intake by species

1164
cats, dogs and small pets adopted to loving
homes
1148 in 2015

9530
volunteer hours logged socializing pets and
helping the HSWM team
6655 in 2015

396
pets transferred to HSWM from Montana, regional and national partner shelters
357 in 2015

117
pets cared for by our Emily Kantor, Monica’s Joy
and Nandi Wishcamper medical assistance funds
84 in 2015

305
37 other companion pets 3%
639 cats 50%
611 dogs 47%

clients assisted with pet concerns through our
free behavior helpline
366 in 2015

692
pets enrolled in HSWM group classes, private
lessons and puppy kindergarten

intake by reason for surrender

357 in 2015

391 from transfer partners 30%

205

696 locally surrendered 54%

public cats and dogs spayed/neutered through
our subsidized spay/neuter program

200 stray pets 16%

over 200 in 2015

88
transferred pets by region
79 from national partners 20%
216 from montana partners 55%
96 from regional partners 20%

community cats spayed/neutered through our
Trap Neuter Return program
96 in 2015

488
kids and community members reached through
HSWM’s Humane Education program
514 in 2015
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financial statement
statement of activities
support and revenues
Adoption fees and program revenue
Contributions
Special events
Dividend and interest income
Other
Total

$191,430
$331,369
$117074
$163,060
$390

expenses
Program support
Management and general
Fundraising
Total

$694,920
$77,761
$55,111
$827,792

$803,323

statement of financial position
assets
Operating funds
$958,516
Accessible investment accounts
$104,220
Other receivables
$6,309
Fixed assets net accumulated depreciation $914,709
Other assets
$8986
Restricted endowment funds
$1,454,398
Total

liabilities and net assets
Current liabilities
Unrestricted net assets
Temporarily restricted net assets
Permanently restricted net assets

$53,864
$1,591,569
$100,399
$1,701,306

Total

$3,447,138

$3,447,138

The Humane Society of Western Montana is happy to share our audited Financial Statement and 990
with community members. Copies are available for review at the shelter and Marta,
our Executive Director, is happy to answer questions.

thank you for your continued support
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