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It’s Not Cool to Leave Your Dog in a Hot Car 

Learn why cars heat up so quickly and how this is deadly for pets 

 

Missoula, MT – The Humane Society of Western Montana and Missoula City-County Animal Control 

receive many calls every summer about dogs being left in cars. Dogs love car rides, but every year, dogs across 

the country die after being locked inside vehicles while their families shop or runs other errands.  

These deaths are 100% preventable. This summer, we’re teaching the science of how cars heat up to area 

children attending our Critter Camp with our My Dog is Cool unit. We invite Missoula news reporters 

to attend a demonstration done by the campers on Wednesday, June 25, at 2 p.m. at the 

Humane Society of Western Montana at 5930 Highway 93 South.  

The campers, who are ages 7 to 11, will collect temperature and other data from a parked car. They’ll learn why 

cars heat up so quickly and why pets can’t cool themselves as quickly as humans can. And they’ll learn what to 

do if they see a dog in distress. 

How cars get so hot, so fast: 

 During a warm day a car acts like a greenhouse by trapping the sun's heat. The sun’s energy passes 

through the windshield and is absorbed by the interior of the car. Light energy turns into heat energy. 

The heat energy is re-radiated from the car’s interior, but it cannot pass back through the glass and the 

car turns into an oven very quickly. 

 When it’s just 72 degrees outside, the temperature inside the car can reach more than 115 degrees 

within one hour.  

 Think cracking a window will help? It doesn’t. Studies show that with a vehicle’s window slightly open, 

the outside temperature of 80 degrees can cause a temperature of 102 degrees in a vehicle within 10 

minutes and 120 within half an hour.  
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 What about leaving water for your dog? The car’s interior temperature will rise very quickly, regardless 

if water is available. 

 
Why dogs can’t cool themselves like humans: 

 Dogs have a higher body temperature (~101 degrees) than people and can’t cool down as efficiently as 

humans. 

 They can handle 105+ degrees for only a short period of time (the temperature in a hot car) before they 

experience brain and nerve damage, heart problems, and even death.  

 Humans have sweat glands all over their bodies, but a dog's sweat glands are only found on the nose 

and the pads of the feet. 

Leaving a dog in a car for ‘just a few minutes’ may be too long. By the time a dog is exhibiting symptoms of 

heatstroke—lethargy, heavy panting, confusion—it’s often too late. If you think your dog has heatstroke, call 

your veterinarian right away or go to the nearest emergency clinic.  

If you see a dog in a hot car, act immediately: 

 Write down the make, model and license plate and ask the store manager to quickly page the owner. 

 If you are not near a business and it’s between 7:30 a.m. – and 5 p.m., call Missoula City-County Animal 

Control at 541-7387. 

 After hours call 911. 

 

About the Humane Society of Western Montana 

The Humane Society of Western Montana is a full-service shelter in western Montana that helps over 1,300 

pets per year and has maintained a 98%+ adoption rate since 2010. The organization has been serving Western 

Montana since 1963 and has a yearly budget of $650,000. The Humane Society receives no government 

funding, nor is it affiliated with any national organization. The Humane Society’s mission is Saving Every 

Animal Every Time. It offers a companion animal adoption program as well as a cost-subsidized 

spay/neuter program, educational programs for the public, low-cost dog training and private lessons, 

microchipping, and special programs for senior citizens and children. 

### 

My Dog is Cool presentation:  Wednesday, June 25th rom 2-2:30pm at HSWM, 5930 Hwy 93 South in the 

shelter’s education room 

Lora O’Connor, HSWM Executive Director, at 543-2633 (cell) or director@myhswm.org 

Jani Zirbel, DVM, Animal Blessings Pet Hospital, 721-1200 
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