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SAVING EVERY ANIMAL. EVERY TIME.

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its
animals are treated.” -Mahatma Gandhi
Judged alone by those wise words, it is safe to say that the nation of Missoula and
Western Montana is the greatest place I have ever lived. As I reflect on the success
of 2013 I cannot emphasize enough the unbelievable impact you, the members of
our community, have made in our ability to continue Saving Every Animal Every
Time.
Our work is measured by our ability to provide for the care of animals in our
community. The 2013 year for the Humane Society of Western Montana was marked
by several important landmarks and progressive steps; from the most successful Ken
Shughart Humanitarian Award Dinner in our history to our continuing growth and
expansion of our training and behavior program (we are the only organization in our
community with two certified trainers on staff). We have you to thank.
Looking forward, we will hold our annual Canine Classic, a run/hike for you and
your family members (2- and 4-legged) at The Resort at Paws Up. This event is
made possible through their generosity and support of our local community, and we
are certain this will be the most successful to date.
Have you met your match? Whether assisted by our expert staff through our adopter
survey, or our new one-on-one matchmaking service, “Matches by Miriam,” come
visit the shelter and let us help you find a pet to enrich both of your lives. con't pg. 7

We are committed to Saving Every Animal Every Time
by being a leading resource for companion animals and
their people throughout Western Montana.
5930 Hwy 93 South · 406.549.3934 · www.myhswm.org
facebook/myhswm · @HSofWesternMT
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CAnine Classic

6th Annual at The Resort at Paws Up

Sunday, September 21, 2014
The Resort at Paws Up

| Greenough, MT

just 35 minutes from Missoula

WHO: 		
		

You (as a fundraiser or registrant) and your 4-legged friends
(or one of ours!)

WHAT:
		
		
		
		
		

The Canine Classic offers a 2-, 5-, or 13-mile run/hike through
the private trail system at The Resort at Paws Up, followed by
a gourmet BBQ. And, join us Saturday night (the night before the run)
for the Wine & Bitch dinner. This exclusive evening, also at Paws Up,
is meant to spoil you and your dog. Guests at the Resort will also
enjoy specially priced lodging the night before the event.

WHERE:
		
		

The Resort at Paws Up
40060 Paws Up Drive
Greenough, MT 59823

WHEN:		
Wine & Bitch: Saturday, September 20
		
Canine Classic: Sunday, September 21
		
WHY:
To support the Humane Society of Western Montana’s
		
98% adoption rate and mission of
		Saving Every Animal. Every Time.
HOW:		

For registration & details:

sponsors
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Canine Classic: http://bit.ly/2014CanineClassic
Wine & Bitch Dinner: development@myhswm.org
Paws Up Lodging: tira@pawsup.com or 877-580-6343
Help us reach our goal of $40,000 this year!

TOP DOG

PROUD PUP

Torian Donohoe
Christian, Samson,
& Jones PLLC
Rocky Mountain
Management Services

Quick Paws
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presenting
sponsor

6th Annual Canine Classic
The Resort at Paws Up
Sunday, September 21, 2014

just 35 miles away in beautiful

Greenough, Montana

Office Solutions
Good Food Store
John & Sou Barrett
Steve & Marilyn
Schmidt

PLAY BOW
First Security Bank
Montana Water Dogs
2014
media partner

Than
k
you!
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Nicole Nolte, Director of Operations

adopters "paw it forward" for adopt-a-cat month

This June cat adopters and donors adopted 45 cats and kittens, AND raised $4202 to enrich the lives of cats waiting for
their furever home. Thanks to this generosity we will be able to spruce up our Cat Corner, a room where matches are
made and lives are enriched.
By turning a functional, but drab space into an inviting and interactive room we will be able to provide a space for
adopters and new feline friends to get to know each other in an environment where cats can relax, exercise and be
themselves.

Visit the shelter to adopt and see this spruce-up in progress:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A bright new color scheme where adopters and volunteers can enjoy getting to know the 		
cats;
Climbing shelves to provide our feline guests with expanded vertical space;
New speakers play calming background music and scented diffusers emit intriguing 		
smells to engage all senses;
Volunteers will have a new, fresh set of interactive toys to use while providing the cats 		
with their 20+ minutes of meaningful human interaction;
New seating will provide a comfortable space for an Adoption Specialists and adopter to 		
chat and find the perfect feline match for the adopter’s home;
A new scratching post and scratching boards provide ample opportunity for cats to 		
stretch and show off!

		
We would like to thank all of the families who chose to add a feline family member
by adopting a shelter cat; and the Cordes family and the donation "in memory of
Ricki and Lucy...Masters of their Domain" for their generous sponsorship of our new
and improved Cat Corner.
Stay tuned for photos on Facebook as we begin the work!
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Goal: $1,500
Raised: $4,202!

Lora O'Connor, Executive Director

declawing isn't a manicure
Cats are born with amazing multipurpose
paws to climb trees, catch toys midair, balance like gymnasts and defend
themselves. And whether your cat is inside
or outside, scratching vertical and horizontal
surfaces is a normal part of having claws—
this hard wired behavior is as natural to a
cat as tail wagging is to a dog.

President

Matt Lubaroff

Vice President
Mike Bayer

Secretary

Stacey Gordon

Treasurer

Declawing has no health or behavioral
benefits, and it isn’t a manicure. This
misnamed surgery amputates the end bones
of the cat’s toes to the equivalent of the
first knuckle of your own fingers. A shift in
the cat’s balance causes muscles to weaken
and may lead to arthritis and back pain.

Tom Russell
Jenn Clary
Jessica Kato
Spider McKnight
Ginny Merriam
Carroll Anne Sowerby
Shannon Stage

There’s good news for those who think that
declawing is the only way to protect your
furniture. You can regularly trim nails and
positively redirect your cat’s natural need
to exercise her claws to something more
acceptable.

STAFF
Executive Director
Lora O’Connor

Director of Development
Angie Myers

In my early 20s I declawed my cat, Vivian,
because she scratched my lamp shades. I
didn’t have a scratching post. I wish I knew
then what I know now. Today, my cats have
scratching posts and I regularly trim their
nails. My cats have all their claws and my
furniture is intact.
The Humane Society of Western Montana
takes this position: The Humane Society
opposes declawing, which often results in
long-term pain and behavioral problems.
Scratching is a normal part of cat behavior,
and we instead promote the use of
scratching posts, nail trimming and Soft
Paws and encourage people to seek
professional behavioral advice.

Director of Operations
Nicole Nolte

Director of Programs
Mariah Scheskie

Volunteer Coordinator
Breanne Ender

Behaviorist
Jean Biggins

Adoption Specialists/Reception

Our Director of Operations' cats,
Will and Grace, wearing Soft Paws.

If you are considering declawing, a surgery illegal in 25 other countries, please
research the many other humane options. Contact our Behaviorist, Jean Biggins,
at behavior@myhswm.org or 549-9295 and she would be happy to help you with
alternatives.
Love your cat, claws and all.

BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Caitlin Barber
Melissa Clark
Brian Foley
Sarah Mueller
Kelsey O'Keefe
Isabel Presse
Matt Taylor

Animal Care Specialists
Kesley Bare
John Funk
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ADVOCACY

2013 impact

report

297 underage, sick and stressed pets fostered and
nursed to health to be adopted

8,908 shelter dog walks
8,969 hours
volunteered

98.8% adoption rate
324 cost subsidized spay/neuter surgeries
219 FREE Behavior Helpline calls kept 209 pets
with their families

PAGE 6

237 group dog training participants

328
kids learned about animal welfare in our
Humane Education presentations and camps

2013 financials

The Humane Society of Western Montana receives no government funding and is not affiliated with any national
organization like the ASPCA or The Humane Society of the United States. Every dollar is put to work helping
pets and people in Western Montana. In 2013, 83 cents of each dollar received went directly to the pets in our
care and crucial prevention services, like our FREE Behavior Helpline, cost-subsidized spay/neuter and low-cost
microchipping.

2013 INCOME
Dues and contributions
$418,089
Events
152,035
Adoptions		
83,041
Clinics, Camps and other programs
72,187
Retail Sales, Misc. Income
26,624
Gain on sale of investments		
25,671
Investment Income
9,168
TOTAL INCOME
$786,815

2013 EXPENSES
Programs and Services
Management			
Fundraising		
TOTAL EXPENSES			
				

A year in review

con't from pg. 1

$555,985
60,497
59,294
$675,776

Matt Lubaroff, Board President

I also want to recognize some key people that have engaged and enriched our lives at the Humane Society of Western Montana.
Charla Bitney is my predecessor as the Board President and led us to many of the heights we have achieved over the past years.
Tom Russell, in addition to being a continued and generous supporter of our mission, helped us streamline and update our financial
records and discipline. Caroll Anne Sowerby brought enough energy for an entire board and positively impacted our fundraising
activities and progress. I am privileged to have served on the Board of Directors with all three of these wonderful people.
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Thank you again for a wonderful 50th anniversary year and I hope to see you at the Annual Meeting on August 14th and at the Canine
Classic on September 21st!

programs

Ginny Merriam, Board Member

Critter camp: My dog is cool
So your dog loves to go with you in the car, right?
But that short pop-in visit to the grocery store on a
summer afternoon could cause your dog to lose his
life.
It’s true. And the day-camping kids at Critter
Camp this summer are learning the science behind
the hot car and hot dog with an experiment they
do in only half an hour. One recent Wednesday
afternoon, volunteer Tyler Hamilton led them in
a temperature test. It was 81 degrees outside
and 83 in the car they used for their experiment.
The campers put a thermometer inside the car
and closed the doors, leaving the windows open a
couple of inches the way people do.
When they checked back in 10 minutes, the
temperature inside the car was 111.6 degrees. In
20 minutes, it was 125.6. In 28 minutes, it was
133.2. That made everyone think about what would
have happened to their dogs if they were in the car
waiting.

Volunteer Tyler and 15 Critter Campers signed a
pledge never to leave their dog in a warm car.

Two things are at work. While humans can sweat all over, dogs can only sweat on their noses and the pads of
their feet to cool themselves. They can also pant, but that doesn’t work quickly. And they start at a normal body
temperature of 101 degrees, hotter than people.
A car in warm weather acts like a greenhouse, absorbing the heat into the seats and the dashboard through the
windows and growing very hot very fast.
The campers all signed pledges saying, “My dog is cool!” They promised to protect their own dogs and to teach the
lesson to their friends and family. And they learned to call Missoula Animal Control at 541-7387 or 9-1-1 if they see
a dog locked in a car.
As Tyler told them, “If you love dogs, you have to speak up.”

You can make a difference! What to do if you see a dog
in a car on a warm summer day:
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Note the make, model and license plate of the car and quickly go into the nearest business. and ask a manager to page the 		
owner of the car;
Call Animal Control Monday-Sunday (7:30am - 5:00pm) at 541-7387; or
Call 911 after hours.
Go to www.redrover.com/mydogiscool and sign the pledge. Include your children, too!
Other tips: Program Animal Control's number in your phone, share what you know with your friends and family and always 		
speak up on behalf of animals!

2014 board member
candidates
Amy Werner

Francesca Di stefano

Amy's first exposure to animal welfare was in Minneapolis
transporting dogs from the Humane Society to the local
children's hospital for weekly "Pet Therapy" in 1989, and
she was hooked. Amy saw firsthand what joy warm hearts
and cold noses brings to sick kids, and she has been
dedicated to finding homeless dogs their "forever families"
ever since. Amy and her family moved to Missoula in
2011, and she immediately signed up to volunteer at
the Humane Society, walking and training dogs and
updating Petfinder. Amy, who has a background in sales
and marketing, also joined the Marketing Committee in
2012. Amy and her family are looking forward to the 2015
Calendar Pets calendar, as their two rescued dogs, Louie
and Tundra, will be gracing the month of November. Amy
is excited to continue sharing her marketing expertise
and shelter & rescue experience in all aspects of the
organization.

Francesca di Stefano is an attorney at Sullivan, Tabaracci
& Rhoades. Her practice emphasis is commercial and civil
litigation, and she has a strong interest in animal law.
Francesca completed a 300 hour internship at the Humane
Society of Western Montana in 2009 as part of her
undergraduate minor and national certificate in Nonprofit
Administration. She hit the ground running─her first day
she said, 'The Humane Society NEEDS a Facebook page,"
and we soon learned the value of social media. In law
school Francesca was the president of the Student Animal
Legal Defense Fund, and she remains active in animal
welfare issues. She joined our Legislative and Advocacy
Committee in 2013, and would like to foster puppies or
adopt a second dog once she buys a house. Francesca and
her husband Nathan rescued their first dog, Keona, a pit
bull, from a backyard breeding operation ten years ago.

2014 Ken Shughart
dogs rule

A BIG thank you, woof, and meow to all who attended and supported our 2014 Ken Shughart Humanitarian Award Dinner!
Mayor John Engen led us through an evening of laughing, story-telling, honoring dedicated companion animal welfare
advocates Connie Poten and Andy Sponseller, and donating to continue the Humane Society’s mission of Saving Every
Animal Every Time. All of your contributions, Calendar Pets calendar page bids, and winning bids for some very special
catnip and peanut butter raised a whopping $114,266.90! (Far exceeding our goal of $100K!) All proceeds will go directly
to care for displaced and homeless pets in our community and to giving every companion animal a second chance at
finding his or her own forever family.
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Thank you again for helping in Saving Every Animal Every Time and for the big role you play in our 98% adoption rate!

GIFTS RECEIVED February 15, 2014 - june 30, 2015
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In memory
of beloved
pets
"Arky"
Judith Paris Roth
"Hilger Cat"
Charlene Frojen
“Penn”
Craig & Joan Kuchel
"Ricki" and "Lucy" Aresty
Jeff & Pat Aresty
Karen Tanberg
"Lizzy" Bates
Mary Manning and John
Caratti
"Cissy" Beardsley
Nonda Beardsley
"Spike" Benson
Sally Frey and Cameron
Christianson
"Archie" Bissell
Quick Paws
"Zoey" Burback
Quick Paws
"Sam" Burgess-Early
Martha Buser and Nancy
Heil
"Birdy" Cat
Miriam and William Cordes
"Kona" Chapman
Torian Donohoe
"Lucy" Dix
Charlene Frojen
Alexandra Logan and 		
Carolyn Jones
Quick Paws
"Crystal" Estep
Spider McKnight
"Porter" Fullerton
Charla Bitney
"Rosie" Giuliani
Denise Giuliani
"Mea" Graf
Kathy and Tom Anderson
"Arnold" Hay Patrick
Miriam and William Cordes
"Buster" Heggarty
Miriam and William Cordes
"Sullivan" Heineman
Friend
"Eric" and "Tasha" and
"Smudgie" Hofman

Lisa and Josh Hofman
"Pepper" Ireland
Charlene Frojen
"Magen" and "Maggie"
Kennedy
Stanley Kennedy
"Lucky" King
Jamie Lockman
"Kato" Lacny
John and Lore Lacny
"Jasper" Laurin
Quick Paws
"Timer" Leaphart
Elizabeth Kohlstaedt
"Sue" Long
Janel and Lloyd Queen
"Vinnie" Lorrain
Miriam and William Cordes
"Noki" Maj
Mary Manning and John
Caratti
"Guy" McCarthy
Quick Paws
"Porter" Metcalf
Bill and Carole Jensen
"Charlie" MartinezMyers
Torrey and Angie Myers
“Sydney” Nelson
Karen Nelson
"Tigger" O'Reilly
Frances O'Reilly
"Tenzing" Parciak
James and Carol Fulton
Charles Janson and 		
Fredrica Van Berkum
June Lederer
"Colt" Pierpoint
Quick Paws
"Sammy" Pinto
Bonnie Mochan
"Feather" Prato
Ginny Merriam
"Chloe" Presthus
Sharon and Rolf Tandberg
"Teeka" Rude
Sharon and Rolf Tandberg
"Pickles" Seaton
Kathleen and Martin 		
McAllister
"Twister" Shubert
George Sherry
"Bailey" Simons

Sandy Simons
"Red" Stansberry
Ginny Merriam
"Itsy" Trigonis-Chinske
Katherine Trigonis and Cass
Chinske
"Ben" Visscher
Spider McKnight
"Grayson" Winchell
George Sherry

In memory of
people who
loved pets
Dorothy Barmeyer
Charlene Frojen
Robert and Ellen 		
Knight
Mae York
Bob Beach
Anonymous
Betsy Cohen
Mea Andrews and 		
David Guffey
Russell Baker and 		
Ruthellen Bunis
Linda Banas and 		
Barbara Goldman
Dianne Barnes
Mike Barton and 		
Margaret Ambrose-		
Barton
Carol Bleichfeld
Laurie Church
Richard and Cornelia 		
Dopkins
John and Patricia 		
Duffner
First Security 		
Bank
Anthony and Patricia 		
Florio
Julie and Jim Foley
Warren and Patricia 		
Gelman
Susan Hay Patrick
Warren and Susan 		
Herman
Carla Homstad
Cheryl Loberg and 		
Doug Robinson
Dan and Denise 		
Mattingly

Eldene and Norman 		
Mohl
Aulica Monroe
Ann and Richard More
Carolynn Polanchek
Dan Rude
Kate Soukonnikov
Joan Weissman
Wide World of Travel
John Wilde
Ted Crossman
Lauren Shulman
Billie DeMarios
Robert F. Burke
Diren Dede
Mary Manning and 		
John Caratti
Torrey and Angie 		
Myers
Gunvald and Marie
Foss
Kathy McGlynn
Kari Friedman
Ann and R. Scott 		
Adler
Robert C. "Cowboy"
Gray
Audrey Davidson
Robert Griffin
Daniel Combo
Gloria Haff
Jan Roberts
Estelle Hetzler
David and Ruth 		
Koester
River Ganges Hinman
Brian Vibbert
Carol Johnson
Ruth Lutz
Bonita Jostad
Sally Miller
E. R. Kuchel
Craig & Joan Kuchel
Lois Marler
Miriam and William
Cordes
John Masters
Craig and Joan Kuchel
Judy McDonald
Dolores Criswell
Gloria Jean Moore
Jennifer Krueger
Mary Moore

GIFTS RECEIVED...con't
Carlene Johnson
Norine and Donald 		
Moses
James Grahm Scott
George and Marilyn 		
Gogas
Joyce Shrekendorf
Sharon and Marv 		
Reynolds
Sam Stauffer
Craig & Joan Kuchel
Esther Stevens
Leigh and George 		
Beasley
Red Hat Shopping 		
Divas
Theodore H. Supplee
Corrine Supplee
Tom Tanna
Ann and James Martin

Cathy Olsen
Linda and Sam 		
Redfern
Del Ruggles
Scherri Woodard

IN HONOR of
People who
love pets
Atticus Lonski
Vanessa and 		
Martin Nie
Sharon Cook
Brian Cook
Torian Donohoe
Mike Barton and 		
Margaret AmbroseBarton
Mona
Emily Prybylo

Jacquie Hofmann
Gerry Blackman
Patrick Little
Maddy Mason
Andy Sponseller and
Connie Poten
Mr. and Mrs. Derek
Craighead
Marilyn Schmidt
Tim Provow and
Lora O'Connor
Carla Skiles
John Koenig and
Donna Erickson
Patricia
Patricia Thomas and
Scott Bair
Kate Walker and Randy
Mary Manning and
John Caratti

Varen Chapman
Steve and Marilyn
Schmidt

IN HONOR of
pets
"Duke"
Patricia and Leon Carney
"Zeke" anderson
Trish Anderson
"tillie' dvarishkis
Mark and Dorcie Dvarishkis
"TOOTSIE" AND "BOONE"
WINCHELL
George Sherry
Tom and Lori Bauer
Mary Simpson
Jamie Yule
Leah Schulte

are
you
in
the
club?
Join Club98
“Although we are certain it is true all dogs go to
heaven (and cats, too), in the meantime every one
of them deserve to live in the security and love
of a forever home. We are fortunate to be able to
financially support the HSWM and its dedicated
staff in this worthy cause.”

Members

To those of you who have made this commitment of support, thank
you from the bottom of our hearts and the tips of our tails!
Tam Armstrong
Robert & Margaret
Barnett
Jo Ann Bethke
Dilek Bulman
Gisela Burkhard
Kay Clements
Bill & Nancy DeCou
Jennifer Downing
Kathleen & Joe Eckhart
Jacqueline Elam
Tracy & John Engen

John & Linda Fazekas
Mike & Linda Frey
Betty Gaab
Brett Hardy
Beverly & Richard
Hayward
Leah Helms
D.J. Hower
Cindie Jobe
Bridget Johnson &
Henry Ward
Roni Lett

Leah Loble & Hannah
Loble
Dennis & Cathy Lower
Erika & Ryan Martin
Penny Matheson
James McInerney
Lucretia Olson
Cerese Parker
Jane Ragsdale
Elisabetta Raymer
Judith Paris Roth
Katie Scholl

Club98 member, Rick Steinberg

Ann Shippee-Brenner
Rosalind and Roderick
Springer
Rick Steinberg and Lois
Mandelko-Steinberg
Gert and Thomas Stevens
Linda and Gregg Swanberg
Ingrid Thomson
Melissa Turk
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We would like to send a very special thanks to our Club98 monthly
donors! This amazing group has made a lasting commitment to
Saving Every Animal Every Time, and each and every one of them
plays a huge part in our 98% adoption rate. Did you know that a
monthly donation of $22.50 gives a homeless pet a second chance
at a happy ending? Interested in joining? It's easy! Just go to our
website, click on 'Donate now' and select monthly.

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 2
Missoula, MT 59801

Calendar
august
2	off-site adoptions
@Dairy Queen, Higgins Ave.

9	off-site adoptions
@ Dunrovin Ranch

12	annual meeting

@ the Humane Society, 6pm

16	off-site adoptions

Petfest 10am-3pm @Adams Center, UofM

19	community tap night

@ Tamarack Brewing Company, 6-9pm

Relax, Fido dog seminar
info @www.myhswm.org

september

→

23

A great dog
training
workshop!

13	off-site adoptions
@Dairy Queen, Higgins Ave.

21

Wine & Bitch dinner
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at The Resort at Paws Up

22	canine classic
at The Resort at Paws Up

Our hours: 1 - 6 PM Tuesdays Fridays and noon - 5 PM on Saturdays

wish list

5930 HIGHWAY 93 S.
MISSOULA, MT 59804

• amazon wishlist
http://bit.ly/hswmwish
• esbilac formula
for neonatal puppies
• scoopable & gravel litter
we take care of 70+ cats!
• Natural balance training treats
for dog training
• easy cheese
kong stuffing
• colored card stock
for signs and certificates
• dry erase markers
they disappear like socks!
•AA rechargeable batteries
for calmiing music in kennels
•aaa rechargeable batteries
for calming music in kennels
•aaa battery charger
to charge the batteries
•long lines for dogs
keep them safely with volunteers
•assorted harnesses
takes the pressure off the neck
•scratching boards for cats
www.stretchandscratch.com

