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Ten Things You Didn’t Know About Local Winery Owners 
Honor given for work on behalf of animals 

  
Missoula, MT – The Humane Society of Western Montana is thrilled to present the 2014 Ken 

Shughart Humanitarian Award to Connie Poten and Andy Sponseller of Ten Spoon Winery. The award 

is given annually to a member of the community whose work has improved and encouraged the humane 

treatment of animals. The couple has shown their dedication to animals in their personal lives, the way 

they run their business, and in their community service. 

 

Connie and Andy will be honored at the Humane Society’s 17th Annual Ken Shughart Humanitarian 

Award Dinner on April 12th at the Doubletree Downtown Missoula for their passion, drive and 

determination to help animals in need.  

 

In honor of Connie and Andy, here are ten things you likely didn’t know about this inspiring couple:  

1. Both Connie and Andy knew Ken Shughart before they knew each other. 
2. Guests at Ten Spoon Winery, Connie and Andy’s winery, have been overheard saying that in 

their next life, they hope to come back as Connie and Andy’s rescue dogs at the winery. 
3. Connie is a founding partner of Footloose Montana, an organization helping keep Montanans 

and their pets safe by advocating for trap-free public lands. Both she and Andy are dedicated to 
passing a 2016 ballot initiative for trap-free public lands in Montana.   

4. The couple helped pass ballot initiative I-143 prohibiting game farms in Montana in 2000. 
5. Connie’s 1991 National Geographic story, ‘A Shameful Harvest’, on the illegal trade of wildlife, 

won the Humane Society of the United States’ Genesis Award . 
6. Connie continues her work with Footloose Montana, even though some stores refuse to sell Ten 

Spoon wine because of it. 
7. To preserve places for wildlife and for people to recreate with their companion animals, Andy 

and Connie worked on the Open Space Bond and the campaign to save Mt. Jumbo. 
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8. Andy founded a local conservation organization, Save Open Space.  Connie fell in love with him 
two years before she met him when she discovered he was the author of the billboard that 
captured her heart:  "SAVE OPEN SPACE -- When It's Gone, It's Gone." 

9. The purpose of the covenants Connie wrote for the land she purchased with two other families is 
to preserve the open space for wildlife.  Over the years, the restoration of this pasture has 
become habitat for many bird and wildlife species. 

10. To promote non-lethal urban deer control, Andy and Connie have offered their property to the 
city to be the testing ground for Anja Heister and Dave Taylor's program to sterilize or control 
fertility in urban deer. The sterilization methods were developed by Dr. Jay Kirkpatrick in 
Billings and have proven successful in deer and in horses. 

 

The award dinner, hosted by Missoula Mayor and former HSWM board member John Engen, will 

include a friendly “CATS VS. DOGS” bidding war, opportunities to be in the 2015 Calendar Pets 

calendar, and aims to raise $100,000. Tickets are $50 each (until March 31st) and can be purchased 

online or at the shelter. The proceeds will be used to maintain the shelter’s 98%+ adoption rate and 

support programs that help people keep their pets, like dog training and lost and found services. Join 

Humane Society supporters to celebrate, meet new people, and decide whether Missoula is a dog or cat 

town.  

 

Ken Shughart Facts 

 Award established in 1997 to memorialize former Board President Ken Shughart 

 Saturday, April 12, 2014 at 5:30 pm 

 Tickets are $50 (until March 31) and are available at the Humane Society or online at 

www.myHSWM.org  

 Recipients – Connie Poten and Andy Sponseller 

 

About the Humane Society of Western Montana 

 

The Humane Society of Western Montana is a full-service shelter in western Montana that helps over 

1,300 pets per year and has maintained a 98%+ adoption rate since 2010. The organization has been 

serving western Montana since 1963 and has a yearly budget of nearly $700,000. The Humane Society 

receives no government funding, nor is it affiliated with The Humane Society of the United States. The 

Humane Society offers a companion animal adoption program as well as a cost-subsidized spay/neuter 

program, educational programs for the public, low-cost dog training and private lessons, 

microchipping, and special programs for senior citizens and children. 

 

Lora O’Connor, Director, can be reached at 543-2633 or director@myhswm.org. 

Angie Wallace, Development Officer, can be reached at 206-419-4278 or development@myhswm.org. 

Connie Poten and Andy Sponseller can be reached at 549-8703. 
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